Creating an Omeka Exhibit

Now that you've added items to your Omeka site and grouped them into
collections, you're ready for the next step: taking your users on a guided tour
through the items you've collected.

Before you begin: Map your exhibit

It pays to do some thinking before you launch into creating an exhibit. You'll be
creating sections and pages, and you'll need to give some thought to the argument
you want to make and how you intend to make it. In the lesson that follows, | use
the silly example of my dogs. But what if | were discussing, say, silent fiim? My
sections might be thematic (comedies, romances, dramas), chronological (early
silent film, the transitional period, classical era), or stylistic (modernist,
impressionist, narrative). It all depends on the message | want to convey to the
site's visitors. You might draw out a map of your exhibit, showing where you want
to put each digital asset.
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Add an exhibit

Exhibit Metadata

Exhibit Title

Exhibit Slug (no spaces or
special characters)

Exhibit Credits

Exhibit Description

Exhibit Tags

Exhibit is featured:
Exhibit is public:

Exhibit Theme

Dogs in My House

dogs

By Miriam Posner

B I UEE=:C iz Paragraph v HimL

2= = = L= o=

This exhibit describes the dogs I live with.

dogs, animals, dome

o
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Current Public Theme :

Exhibit Sections and Pages

A collection is just a list of objects. An exhibit is a guided tour through your items,
complete with descriptive text and customized layouts. To create one, click on the
Exhibits tab and then Add an exhibit. Fill out the form on the top half of the page.
A slug is a machine-readable name for your exhibit and will become part of your

URL.
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Add a section

LS

Section Metadata

Section Title Good Dogs

Sectipn Slug (no spaces or gooddogs

special characters)

Section Description B J US==:=:i= Paragraph v HImL

Of the dogs I live with, these are the good ones.

Pages in this Section

There are no pages in this section.

Every exhibit has sections and pages — sort of like chapters and pages in a book.

Add a new section by clicking on the green Add Section button and then filling out
the information on the following page.
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Add a page

Exhibits > Dogs in My House > Good Dogs > Adi

Page Metadata

Page Title Beatrice is a Good Di

Page Slug (no spaces or special ..o

characters)
Layouts
—— Choose a layout by selecting a thumbnail on the
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Pages are where you'll stick the actual items in your exhibit. Click on the green
Add Page button. On the following page, you'll enter some information and pick a
layout for your exhibit page. The blue squares indicate exhibit items, while the lined
areas indicate descriptive text. Pick a layout; you can change it later. Then click on
Save Changes.
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Add items to your page

Exhibits > Dogs in My House > Good Dogs > Edi

Page Layout

Image List Left

1 2 Displays up to 8 full-size images on the left with up to 8 text blocks on the right.
3 4 Edit Page Metadata
Page Content
@ Remove This Ite
Beatrice the Dog
Caption
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Beatrice reclines on the couch.
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We got Beatrice from an animal shelter in Bethany, Connecticut, in 2003. She's a redtick coonhound. Most of the time she's a
pretty good dog, but sometimes she's truly terrible.

On the page that follows, you'll see a numbered grid. You'll fill in that grid by
attaching items (in the places indicated by blue boxes) and typing in descriptive
information about your item. Remember, an exhibit is a kind of guided tour through
your items, so try to write descriptions that guide the reader from one item to the
next. When you're finished adding items, you can add another page, or another
section, or both.

When you're done, return to your public site to see how your Omeka site looks.
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You have an Omeka site!

TEACHING OMEKA =

Advanced Search

Browse Items Browse Collections Browse Exhibits About

RECENTLY ADDED ITEMS
FEATURED ITEM

Beatrice the Dog No featured items are available.

Beatrice the dog. see more

FEATURED COLLECTION

No featured collections are available.

FEATURED EXHIBIT

Dogs in My House

This exhibit describes the dogs | live with.

Bertie the Dog

A beagle with floppy ears. see more

View All items

Now your site has items, collections, and an exhibit — all the basic units of an
Omeka site!
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